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Liebreicli, and their followers, and which were presented to the readers 
of this Journal in an article on the Hygiene of Sight, in July of last year 
(p. 220). Prof. Conklin’s essay was adopted by the special committee 
appointed to consider the subject, and was submitted to the Hoard of Edu¬ 
cation March 12, 1880, and printed by order of the Board. Being 
intended especially for the non-medical public. Dr. Conklin judiciously 
prefaces his observations with a short description of the usual forms of 
divergence from normal vision met with in scholars, and then furnishes in 
tabular form the results of his investigations into the condition of the 
pupils in the Dayton schools. The tables show that out of 33.’! pupils in 
the District (or Primary) Schools, 48, or 15.35 per cent., were myopic; 
out of 153 in the Intermediate Schools, 27, or 17.G5 per cent. ; and out of 
279 in the High School, 18.32 per cent, were affected with myopia. Dr. 
Conklin appears to have made an error in his calculation of the percentage 
of myopes in the District Schools, which should be given at 14.11, instead 
of 15.35, a number so unusually large that he attempts on page 10 to ex¬ 
plain away some of its exaggerated magnitude. Very truly and very much 
to the point does he remark on the next page, “ Statistics are often like a 
two-edged sword, the unskilful wielding of which may injure friends as well 
as foes, but there does not seem to be any escape from the conclusion : First, 
that the percentage of short-sightedness increases as a rule proportionately 
with the advancement in the school grades. Second, that Dayton schools 
offer no exception to the rule.” 

The author then proceeds to review in detail the heating, ventilating, and 
mode of illuminating of the various school-houses, pointing out in accord¬ 
ance with sound and correct principles the errors and deficiencies with 
which the educational edilices of Dayton, like too many at home and else¬ 
where abroad, are afflicted. In regard to school furniture, Prof. Conklin 
arrives at almost the identical conclusions reached by Liebreicli, in his 
lectures already referred to. Some excellent rules respecting the use of 
the et'es, ordered to be printed in large type and placed in every school 
room, are appended to the report. J. G. R, 


Art. XXVI_ Narrowing , Occlusion, and Dilatation of Lymph Chan¬ 

nels; acquired forms. By Samuel C. Busey, M.D. Reprinted from 
X. O. Med. and Surg. Jour., 187G—1878. 8vo. pp. 195. 

Tins work and one previously reviewed (see this Journal for October, 
1878, p. 527) are complementary to each other, the one dealing with 
congenital, the other with acquired forms of the same diseases. Like the 
former volume, this consists largely of cases (G7 in number), which are 
given in a resume or in full according to their importance, and discussed 
with all the fairness and also the faults to which we previously called at¬ 
tention. But for any one who wishes to study the subject, we do not 
know any compendium of facts and cases at all to be compared with these 
two volumes, and they represent an amount of labour and research that few 
can understand who have not done similar work. The account of the 
anatomy of the lymphatic system is very good, yet we must confess to 
some surprise at seeing Gray quoted in the bibliography, while Sappey 
and Cruveilhier are omitted. The fact of its being a republication from 
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time to time from a medical journal, is responsible, we presume, for its 
poor typographical appearance, but that cannot excuse the absence of any 
index, without which no scientific book should ever be published. 


W. W. K. 


Art. XXVII_ Post-Mortem Examinations, with especial Deference to 

Medico-Legal Practice. By Professor Ruihh.imi Virchow, of the 
Berlin Cbarite Hospital. Translated from the Second German Edition , 
by Dr. T. P. Smith. 8vg. pp. 145. Philadelphia: Presley Blakiston, 
1880. 

In the publication of a translation of the enlarged reprint of Virchow’s 
contributions to the first volume of the “ Xew Annals of the Charite Hos¬ 
pital,” an exceedingly practical and handy work is offered to a large circle 
of readers. 

We are informed in precise and exact terms how a post-mortem exam¬ 
ination should be made, both with regard to the plan to be pursued, and 
the manner of making the several cuts into the various organs and tissues. 
The method of recording the results of the investigation is clearly indi¬ 
cated by the addition of the detailed account of the examination of four 
cases, and the value of the objective evidence is accurately stated in the 
form of the inferences which are drawn concerning the manner and cause 
of death. 

The addition of the Regulations of the Prussian Government for the 
guidance of its medical officers is of especial value to those who may be 
employed to make autopsies for medico-legal purposes. It is earnestly to 
be desired that a copy of these regulations should be in the hands of every 
coroner and medical examiner in the country, and that his report to the 
grand jury or magistrate should be based upon the plan here presented. 
The opinions of medical experts would carry far greater weight and be 
much less liable to rebuttal if the data thus collected were placed before 
them in so accurate and unprejudiced a manner as the close following of 
these regulations would necessitate. R. II. F. 


Art. XXVIII_ Transactions of State Medical Societies. 

1. Proceedings of the Louisiana State Medical Association at its Second 

Meeting, held in the Citg of New Orleans , April 9, 10, and 11, 
1879. 8vo. pp. 206. New Orleans, 1879. 

2. Transactions of the Thirty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Ohio 

State Medical Society, held at Dayton , June 3, 4, and 5, 1879. 
8vo. pp. 218. Columbus, 1879. 

3. Transactions o f the Indiana State Medical Society, 1879. Twenty- 

ninth Annual Session. 8vo. pp. 252. Indianapolis, 1879. 

4. Transactions of the Twenty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Illinois 

State Medical Society, held at Lincoln, May 20 and 21, 1879. 
8vo. pp. 302. Chicago, 1879. 

1. This volume of the Louisiana Proceedings contains two principal 
articles: Dr. Cbaille contributes an address on State Medicine and Medical 



